
Achieving a legacy 
of mass participation 
in sport from the 2012 
Games and beyond 

When democratic local government is thinking 
about the sport legacy of the 2012 Games, 
our starting point is the eighteen million 
people who play sport.1 Some of them are elite 
athletes, some are members of sports clubs, 
but the majority, 10 million, are grassroots 
enthusiasts who, for example, get together 
with friends to play five a side after work. And, 
perhaps more important in legacy terms, there 

are the many many more who want to get involved but haven’t quite 
got around to it. So, for us, sports legacy isn’t about the ambitions 
of institutions. It is about people and places and the organisations 
out there – councils, sports clubs, National Governing Bodies (NGBs), 
primary care trusts and schools to name just a few – who are working 
in partnership to serve the people in their communities.  

The LGA is publishing this draft sports legacy plan to stimulate debate 
amongst councillors, officers and partners. It sets out a new offer from 
the LGA Group, the Beacon councils in the Olympic and Paralymic 
legacy theme and the professional bodies for sport, to help councils 
use the 2012 Games to achieve a legacy of mass participation for their 
communities. 

The draft is being published in the run-up to the LGA Culture, Tourism 
and Sport Conference, where I hope delegates will debate what they 
have read. The final plan will be published after the conference, so that 
we can take on board comments from delegates and others.

Whether or not you are attending our conference, I very much 
welcome your comments on this draft. Please email cts@lga.gov.uk by 
12 April 2010.  
 
 

Cllr Chris White
Chair, LGA culture, tourism and sport board

1	 http://www.sportengland.org/research/active_people_survey/active_people_survey_3.aspx Figure 
is for people who have played sport once in the past 28 days of at least 30 minutes duration and 
moderate intensity.
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The LGA’s annual Culture, Tourism and Sport Conference takes 
place in Gateshead 30 – 31 March 2010. With councils facing 
a challenging financial situation, the conference is a timely 
opportunity for us to take stock of where publicly-funded 
sport stands before the general election. Views expressed 
by delegates, and others, will shape the final version of this 
sports legacy plan to be published in April. To find out more 
about the conference, please visit www.lga.gov.uk/events. 

The Beacon Councils – Dorset (with partners), 
Essex, Greenwich, Hackney and Kent
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approach to using the 2012 Games to create a legacy of wider benefits, including sport, for their communities.  
The beacon councils, supported by IDeA, are sharing their learning with councils across the UK and are playing 
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We believe that the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games have 
the potential to provide the inspiration and drive to achieve 
transformational change in the broad base of mass participation in 
sport – for everyone whatever their ability. 

For the individual, participation in sport contributes towards better 
health, mental wellbeing and self-confidence. Sport can be a 
route out of poverty, social exclusion and disaffection, especially 
for young people. For communities, sport makes an important 
contribution towards cohesion, safety and economic prosperity. 

And because most of the activity and resources deployed to 
encourage people to lead more active lives takes place at the local 
level, it will be councils, and their partners, who are leading this 
change. 

Our goal of a legacy of mass participation is ambitious – there’s no 
shortage of evidence that major sporting events motivate people 
to want to play sport, but much less evidence of translating that 
motivation into sustained participation below the elite level. 

Partly, this reflects the fact that previous host nations of the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games have thought about legacy 
too late; the inspirational potential of the 2012 Games will be 
greatest in the run-up to and for the duration of the Games, 
but will dramatically drop-off once the Games are over and the 
excitement has died down. It also reflects the tendency of national 
governments to focus on formal sports participation, possibly 
because this is easier to measure and to some extent easier to 
direct. 

We are in a stronger position for two reasons. Firstly, thanks to 
the commitment and drive of the main political parties nationally 
and locally, and the London Organising Committee, we started 
planning for legacy as soon as London won the bid in 2005. The 
Nations and Regions Groups are especially important in working 
with councils across the country to spread the wider benefits from 
the Games. 

Secondly, local government is committed to ensuring that our 
national sports legacy will be for the majority of people who play 
sport for fun, and for people who want to start playing sport in 
an informal and supportive environment, not just a legacy for the 
people who play structured sport at club or elite level, and are 
already very well catered for by national sports legacy plans. 

Our “pyramids of participation” – shown on the next page – show 
that a legacy of mass participation from the 2012 Games can only 
be achieved at the level of council-led local delivery networks, 
where councils, local sports clubs, schools, the health service, and 
others come together to drive up grassroots sports participation.  

Most of the people who play sport, do so informally in council-•	
owned and community sports facilities; 
Councils spend five times as much on sport as the government •	
does; 
Elite athletes are already very well catered for by government and •	
specialist organisations.  

Councils are also increasingly working in partnership with the National 
Governing Bodies of sport, who have been allocated funding from 
Sport England, to grow participation in their sport at a local level in 
all settings, from informal to elite. Some people who start playing 
informal sport will progress through the club system and onwards, but 
as our pyramids of participation show, most will play for fun.

We know that councils are up for the challenge of securing a legacy 
of mass participation from the 2012 Games. 

Around two-thirds of councils have already prioritised adult 
participation in sport and active recreation (National Indicator 8 )
as an improvement target. The government’s own research shows 
that if councils and their partners meet their Local Area Agreement 
targets they will have increased participation in sport by 950,800 and 
increased the numbers of the physically active, which may be just as 
important when thinking about mass participation, by 350,000 on 
top of that – putting us well on the way to achieving government’s 
overall legacy ambition of 2 million people more active by 2012/13.7 

The LGA has worked with local authorities, the professional sports 
officer networks and others to develop a new package of support for 
councils to help them achieve a legacy of mass participation for their 
communities. Our approach is expressed as a diagram on the foldout 
poster. It will give local government a bigger role in the national 
legacy arrangements and will complement the legacy plans that 
already exist for people participating in more formal sport developed 
by government, UK Sport, Sport England and the National Governing 
Bodies. 

There are three components to our legacy commitment: 
Recognising and better utilising the leadership role of councillors •	
and senior officers;
Focusing the managerial expertise of council officers running •	
council and community sports facilities; and
Helping councils track progress on sports legacy, and more, •	
through an interactive self-assessment benchmarking tool.

1) Leadership

The Local Leadership, Local Legacy Programme will harness the 
vision and passion of councillors and senior officers from the Beacons 
and other councils that have realised the potential of the 2012 
Games to achieve a legacy of mass participation. The programme 
will launch in summer 2010 to coincide with the ‘two years to go’ 
celebrations, but we are inviting expressions of interest now from 
councillors and senior officers who would like to benefit from peer 
mentoring or peer challenge or who feel they would like to share 
their expertise with other councils. 

Please email cts@lga.gov.uk to register your interest.

Through the Beacons and LGA Group peer mentoring programme 
for councillors and senior officers, we will seek to develop a cadre 
of local political leaders, led by the Beacon councils, who will go out 
into places, leading this agenda, enthusing their peers and describing 
a vision around which councils, sports facilities and the wider public 
sector all come together at a local level to use the power of the 
Games to boost sports participation. 

As the locally elected leaders of places, councillors can make sure 
that the 2012 Games and a legacy of mass participation is given a 
high priority locally. With strong leadership councils can reflect this 
priority in strategic planning and through the £773 million councils 
spend every year on sport, and use these to deliver the sporting 
opportunities local people want. 

Councillors’ leadership role in relation to the wider public sector 
means that they can secure the commitment of important partners 
such as schools, the PCT and the third sector, and help to lever in 
additional funding, by articulating how sport can help to create 
stronger, healthier and safer communities. 

The Beacons will also form teams of officer experts to offer 
external advice and support to councils who want to strengthen 
their managerial leadership in sports legacy, on issues such as how the 
2012 Games could help the council to achieve its corporate priorities. 

Managers can ensure that the 2012 Games and a legacy of 
mass participation are championed across all council services, and 
can lead working with partners to ensure that more people are 
inspired to play sport locally and that there are the local sporting 
opportunities to meet that extra demand. 

2) Professional Expertise

The London 2012 Games Sports Legacy Agenda for Local 
Government was developed by Kent County Council, ISPAL 
and the LGA in conjunction with national sports organisations. It 
suggests a “menu of options” to support councils in achieving a 
sports legacy from the 2012 Games that encompasses participation 
and much more. The agenda will shortly be available on the ISPAL 
website and in hard copy.

Council staff running council and community sports 
facilities are the people out in places working with 
communities day in day out and will turn the high-level 
commitment to a legacy of mass participation into reality. Their 
knowledge about local communities and resources means 
they know best how to work with partners, such as the Youth 
Sports Trust or the Primary Care Trust, to use the 2012 Games 
to excite and enthuse local people to start playing sport – this 
might be putting local sports projects forward for the London 
2012 Inspire Programme, arranging for local athletes to visit a 
school, twinning with a council that has a 2012 venue or giving 
residents the chance to try new sports at a cultural festival. 

Council staff are also crucial to the provision and maintenance 
of facilities and activities so that people who are inspired to play 
sport can do so. This doesn’t just mean formal coaching or elite 
facilities, but might be about making sure that council-owned 
pools, parks, gyms, schools and other facilities are as welcoming 
and accessible as possible to new participants inspired by the 
2012 Games. The ISPAL checklist suggests how councils can 
ensure that at a time of budget pressures they are getting more 
bang for their buck from spending on sport, and helping to 
achieve wider community outcomes. 

3) Self Assessment Benchmarking 

The 2012 Legacy Index – a new web-based tool that councils will 
be able to use to self-assess their sports legacy impact and more 
will be launched in summer 2010. Please email cts@lga.gov.uk if 
you would like to be involved in the pilot.
 
We are working with the Beacon councils to develop the 2012 
Legacy Index which will allow councils to better grasp to what 
extent their council is using the Games to encourage people to 
be more active and to achieve wider community outcomes. The 
Index will use a series of questions to generate an overall score 
and suggest low cost or no cost opportunities about how the 
council could use the 2012 Games to achieve a legacy of mass 
participation and much more. 

A team approach to sport

Our sports legacy plan is an important element of a team approach 
to sport that recognises all of the national, regional and local 
bodies striving to increase sports participation for fun through to 
excellence. 

Such an approach is starting to take shape and can be summarised 
as:

Funding from Sport England through NGB Whole Sport Plans, •	
with a key focus on those sports that can deliver and sustain 
large increases in participation; 

NGBs working with County Sport and Physical Activity •	
Partnerships to broker relationships with those local authorities 
whose infrastructure, demographics and priorities fit closely with 
a particular sport; 

Local delivery networks led by councils to help deliver increased •	
engagement with sport and including Community Sport and 
Physical Activity Networks, School Sports Partnerships, NGBs, 
Youth Offending Teams, volunteers, third sector, private 
sector, sponsors and facilities. It is here that a legacy of mass 
participation will be realised. 

Beyond 2012

The 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games sees the start of a 
planned “decade of sport”, which will bring a number of major 
sporting events to the UK. Our sports legacy plan will help ensure 
councils benefit from the power of major sporting events to deliver 
a lasting legacy of mass participation long after the sport is over.

The decade of sport includes:  
2010 – 	Women’s Rugby World Cup, London 
2010 – 	Goalball World Championships, Sheffield 
2010 – 	European Water Ski Championships, Thorpe 
2010 – 	European Artistic Gymnastics Championships, Birmingham 
2010 – 	World Wheelchair Basketball Championships, Birmingham 
2010 – 	European Individual Badminton Championships, 		
	 Manchester 
2010 – 	Ryder Cup, Celtic Manor 
2011 – 	Badminton World Championships, London 
2012 – 	Olympic and Paralympic Games 
2013 – 	Rugby League World Cup 
2014 – 	Commonwealth Games, Glasgow 
2014 – 	Ryder Cup, Gleneagles 
2015 – 	Rugby Union World Cup 
2018 – 	Football World Cup (bidding for)* 
2019 – 	Cricket World Cup 

Putting the People back  
into Participation 

Our Legacy Promise Of the 17.92 million people who play sport at least once a month:

7.92 million people are members of a sport club, and of 
these 1,450 are elite athletes2

10 million people play informal sport3

National government spends £72m per year supporting elite 
athletes4

Councils spend £773m per year supporting people who play 
informal sport6

For clubs and elite athletes there are 46 national governing 
bodies, UK Sport, Sport England, DCMS and the British 
Olympic Association

For most players, there’s the council, community facilities 
and self-reliance

National government has allocated £83m per year to support 
national governing bodies, clubs and participation initiatives5 

2 	 According to the Active People Survey 2008, 17.92 million people 
participate in sport at least once in the past 28 days of at least 30 
minutes duration and moderate intensity. Of these, 7.92 million are 
members of a sports club. www.sportengland.org/research/active_
people_survey.aspx. UK Sport supported 1,453 athletes in January 2010. 
This relates to Olympic and Paralympic Games sports. 

3 	 If 7.92 million people are members of a sports club, out of a total of 
17.92 who played sport at least once in the past 28 days of at least 
30 minutes duration and moderate intensity, the remaining 10 million 
people will play sport informally outside of the club structure in council 
owned and community facilities.  

4 	 Exchequer funding for UK Sport 2008/09. 
5 	 Sport England’s Funding Strategy 2009-11 apportions £83m Exchequer 

funding to its eight funding streams annually. This excludes lottery funding. 

6 	 2007/08 Local authority net current expenditure from Local 
Government Financial Statistics England no 19 (2009), Table C1e. 

7	 NI 8 is defined as the percentage of the adult population in a local area 
who participated in sport and active recreation, at moderate intensity, 
for at least 30 minutes on at least 12 days out of the last 4 weeks 
(equivalent to 30 minutes on 3 or more days a week).
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7	 NI 8 is defined as the percentage of the adult population in a local area 
who participated in sport and active recreation, at moderate intensity, 
for at least 30 minutes on at least 12 days out of the last 4 weeks 
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others come together to drive up grassroots sports participation.  

Most of the people who play sport, do so informally in council-•	
owned and community sports facilities; 
Councils spend five times as much on sport as the government •	
does; 
Elite athletes are already very well catered for by government and •	
specialist organisations.  

Councils are also increasingly working in partnership with the National 
Governing Bodies of sport, who have been allocated funding from 
Sport England, to grow participation in their sport at a local level in 
all settings, from informal to elite. Some people who start playing 
informal sport will progress through the club system and onwards, but 
as our pyramids of participation show, most will play for fun.

We know that councils are up for the challenge of securing a legacy 
of mass participation from the 2012 Games. 

Around two-thirds of councils have already prioritised adult 
participation in sport and active recreation (National Indicator 8 )
as an improvement target. The government’s own research shows 
that if councils and their partners meet their Local Area Agreement 
targets they will have increased participation in sport by 950,800 and 
increased the numbers of the physically active, which may be just as 
important when thinking about mass participation, by 350,000 on 
top of that – putting us well on the way to achieving government’s 
overall legacy ambition of 2 million people more active by 2012/13.7 

The LGA has worked with local authorities, the professional sports 
officer networks and others to develop a new package of support for 
councils to help them achieve a legacy of mass participation for their 
communities. Our approach is expressed as a diagram on the foldout 
poster. It will give local government a bigger role in the national 
legacy arrangements and will complement the legacy plans that 
already exist for people participating in more formal sport developed 
by government, UK Sport, Sport England and the National Governing 
Bodies. 

There are three components to our legacy commitment: 
Recognising and better utilising the leadership role of councillors •	
and senior officers;
Focusing the managerial expertise of council officers running •	
council and community sports facilities; and
Helping councils track progress on sports legacy, and more, •	
through an interactive self-assessment benchmarking tool.

1) Leadership

The Local Leadership, Local Legacy Programme will harness the 
vision and passion of councillors and senior officers from the Beacons 
and other councils that have realised the potential of the 2012 
Games to achieve a legacy of mass participation. The programme 
will launch in summer 2010 to coincide with the ‘two years to go’ 
celebrations, but we are inviting expressions of interest now from 
councillors and senior officers who would like to benefit from peer 
mentoring or peer challenge or who feel they would like to share 
their expertise with other councils. 

Please email cts@lga.gov.uk to register your interest.

Through the Beacons and LGA Group peer mentoring programme 
for councillors and senior officers, we will seek to develop a cadre 
of local political leaders, led by the Beacon councils, who will go out 
into places, leading this agenda, enthusing their peers and describing 
a vision around which councils, sports facilities and the wider public 
sector all come together at a local level to use the power of the 
Games to boost sports participation. 

As the locally elected leaders of places, councillors can make sure 
that the 2012 Games and a legacy of mass participation is given a 
high priority locally. With strong leadership councils can reflect this 
priority in strategic planning and through the £773 million councils 
spend every year on sport, and use these to deliver the sporting 
opportunities local people want. 

Councillors’ leadership role in relation to the wider public sector 
means that they can secure the commitment of important partners 
such as schools, the PCT and the third sector, and help to lever in 
additional funding, by articulating how sport can help to create 
stronger, healthier and safer communities. 

The Beacons will also form teams of officer experts to offer 
external advice and support to councils who want to strengthen 
their managerial leadership in sports legacy, on issues such as how the 
2012 Games could help the council to achieve its corporate priorities. 

Managers can ensure that the 2012 Games and a legacy of 
mass participation are championed across all council services, and 
can lead working with partners to ensure that more people are 
inspired to play sport locally and that there are the local sporting 
opportunities to meet that extra demand. 

2) Professional Expertise

The London 2012 Games Sports Legacy Agenda for Local 
Government was developed by Kent County Council, ISPAL 
and the LGA in conjunction with national sports organisations. It 
suggests a “menu of options” to support councils in achieving a 
sports legacy from the 2012 Games that encompasses participation 
and much more. The agenda will shortly be available on the ISPAL 
website and in hard copy.

Council staff running council and community sports 
facilities are the people out in places working with 
communities day in day out and will turn the high-level 
commitment to a legacy of mass participation into reality. Their 
knowledge about local communities and resources means 
they know best how to work with partners, such as the Youth 
Sports Trust or the Primary Care Trust, to use the 2012 Games 
to excite and enthuse local people to start playing sport – this 
might be putting local sports projects forward for the London 
2012 Inspire Programme, arranging for local athletes to visit a 
school, twinning with a council that has a 2012 venue or giving 
residents the chance to try new sports at a cultural festival. 

Council staff are also crucial to the provision and maintenance 
of facilities and activities so that people who are inspired to play 
sport can do so. This doesn’t just mean formal coaching or elite 
facilities, but might be about making sure that council-owned 
pools, parks, gyms, schools and other facilities are as welcoming 
and accessible as possible to new participants inspired by the 
2012 Games. The ISPAL checklist suggests how councils can 
ensure that at a time of budget pressures they are getting more 
bang for their buck from spending on sport, and helping to 
achieve wider community outcomes. 

3) Self Assessment Benchmarking 

The 2012 Legacy Index – a new web-based tool that councils will 
be able to use to self-assess their sports legacy impact and more 
will be launched in summer 2010. Please email cts@lga.gov.uk if 
you would like to be involved in the pilot.
 
We are working with the Beacon councils to develop the 2012 
Legacy Index which will allow councils to better grasp to what 
extent their council is using the Games to encourage people to 
be more active and to achieve wider community outcomes. The 
Index will use a series of questions to generate an overall score 
and suggest low cost or no cost opportunities about how the 
council could use the 2012 Games to achieve a legacy of mass 
participation and much more. 

A team approach to sport

Our sports legacy plan is an important element of a team approach 
to sport that recognises all of the national, regional and local 
bodies striving to increase sports participation for fun through to 
excellence. 

Such an approach is starting to take shape and can be summarised 
as:

Funding from Sport England through NGB Whole Sport Plans, •	
with a key focus on those sports that can deliver and sustain 
large increases in participation; 

NGBs working with County Sport and Physical Activity •	
Partnerships to broker relationships with those local authorities 
whose infrastructure, demographics and priorities fit closely with 
a particular sport; 

Local delivery networks led by councils to help deliver increased •	
engagement with sport and including Community Sport and 
Physical Activity Networks, School Sports Partnerships, NGBs, 
Youth Offending Teams, volunteers, third sector, private 
sector, sponsors and facilities. It is here that a legacy of mass 
participation will be realised. 

Beyond 2012

The 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games sees the start of a 
planned “decade of sport”, which will bring a number of major 
sporting events to the UK. Our sports legacy plan will help ensure 
councils benefit from the power of major sporting events to deliver 
a lasting legacy of mass participation long after the sport is over.

The decade of sport includes:  
2010 – 	Women’s Rugby World Cup, London 
2010 – 	Goalball World Championships, Sheffield 
2010 – 	European Water Ski Championships, Thorpe 
2010 – 	European Artistic Gymnastics Championships, Birmingham 
2010 – 	World Wheelchair Basketball Championships, Birmingham 
2010 – 	European Individual Badminton Championships, 		
	 Manchester 
2010 – 	Ryder Cup, Celtic Manor 
2011 – 	Badminton World Championships, London 
2012 – 	Olympic and Paralympic Games 
2013 – 	Rugby League World Cup 
2014 – 	Commonwealth Games, Glasgow 
2014 – 	Ryder Cup, Gleneagles 
2015 – 	Rugby Union World Cup 
2018 – 	Football World Cup (bidding for)* 
2019 – 	Cricket World Cup 

Putting the People back  
into Participation 

Our Legacy Promise Of the 17.92 million people who play sport at least once a month:

7.92 million people are members of a sport club, and of 
these 1,450 are elite athletes2

10 million people play informal sport3

National government spends £72m per year supporting elite 
athletes4

Councils spend £773m per year supporting people who play 
informal sport6

For clubs and elite athletes there are 46 national governing 
bodies, UK Sport, Sport England, DCMS and the British 
Olympic Association

For most players, there’s the council, community facilities 
and self-reliance

National government has allocated £83m per year to support 
national governing bodies, clubs and participation initiatives5 

2 	 According to the Active People Survey 2008, 17.92 million people 
participate in sport at least once in the past 28 days of at least 30 
minutes duration and moderate intensity. Of these, 7.92 million are 
members of a sports club. www.sportengland.org/research/active_
people_survey.aspx. UK Sport supported 1,453 athletes in January 2010. 
This relates to Olympic and Paralympic Games sports. 

3 	 If 7.92 million people are members of a sports club, out of a total of 
17.92 who played sport at least once in the past 28 days of at least 
30 minutes duration and moderate intensity, the remaining 10 million 
people will play sport informally outside of the club structure in council 
owned and community facilities.  

4 	 Exchequer funding for UK Sport 2008/09. 
5 	 Sport England’s Funding Strategy 2009-11 apportions £83m Exchequer 

funding to its eight funding streams annually. This excludes lottery funding. 

6 	 2007/08 Local authority net current expenditure from Local 
Government Financial Statistics England no 19 (2009), Table C1e. 

7	 NI 8 is defined as the percentage of the adult population in a local area 
who participated in sport and active recreation, at moderate intensity, 
for at least 30 minutes on at least 12 days out of the last 4 weeks 
(equivalent to 30 minutes on 3 or more days a week).



Achieving a legacy 
of mass participation 
in sport from the 2012 
Games and beyond 

When democratic local government is thinking 
about the sport legacy of the 2012 Games, 
our starting point is the eighteen million 
people who play sport.1 Some of them are elite 
athletes, some are members of sports clubs, 
but the majority, 10 million, are grassroots 
enthusiasts who, for example, get together 
with friends to play five a side after work. And, 
perhaps more important in legacy terms, there 

are the many many more who want to get involved but haven’t quite 
got around to it. So, for us, sports legacy isn’t about the ambitions 
of institutions. It is about people and places and the organisations 
out there – councils, sports clubs, National Governing Bodies (NGBs), 
primary care trusts and schools to name just a few – who are working 
in partnership to serve the people in their communities.  

The LGA is publishing this draft sports legacy plan to stimulate debate 
amongst councillors, officers and partners. It sets out a new offer from 
the LGA Group, the Beacon councils in the Olympic and Paralymic 
legacy theme and the professional bodies for sport, to help councils 
use the 2012 Games to achieve a legacy of mass participation for their 
communities. 

The draft is being published in the run-up to the LGA Culture, Tourism 
and Sport Conference, where I hope delegates will debate what they 
have read. The final plan will be published after the conference, so that 
we can take on board comments from delegates and others.

Whether or not you are attending our conference, I very much 
welcome your comments on this draft. Please email cts@lga.gov.uk by 
12 April 2010.  
 
 

Cllr Chris White
Chair, LGA culture, tourism and sport board

1	 http://www.sportengland.org/research/active_people_survey/active_people_survey_3.aspx Figure 
is for people who have played sport once in the past 28 days of at least 30 minutes duration and 
moderate intensity.

Putting the People 
back into Participation
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Towards a manifesto for 
culture, tourism and sport 
The LGA’s annual Culture, Tourism and Sport Conference takes 
place in Gateshead 30 – 31 March 2010. With councils facing 
a challenging financial situation, the conference is a timely 
opportunity for us to take stock of where publicly-funded 
sport stands before the general election. Views expressed 
by delegates, and others, will shape the final version of this 
sports legacy plan to be published in April. To find out more 
about the conference, please visit www.lga.gov.uk/events. 

The Beacon Councils – Dorset (with partners), 
Essex, Greenwich, Hackney and Kent
Five councils were awarded beacon status in March 2009 in recognition of their expertise and innovative 
approach to using the 2012 Games to create a legacy of wider benefits, including sport, for their communities.  
The beacon councils, supported by IDeA, are sharing their learning with councils across the UK and are playing 
a leading role in this sports legacy plan. An online Community of Practice has been set up to allow councillors 
and staff with an interest in the 2012 Games to share learning on sport and much more. Visit www.idea.gov.uk 
to join and find out what councils are already doing. 

For further information please contact
the Local Government Association at:
Local Government House
Smith Square
London SW1P 3HZ

or telephone LGconnect, for all your LGA
queries on 020 7664 3131
Fax: 020 7664 3030
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Web: www.lga.gov.uk
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